134                      The Moral JVorms                      [543-

the wrong act leads to new transgressions and strengthens
the inclination towards them, is in like measure increased.

Moreover, the above considerations explain the important
fact that those moral precepts which aim at the prevention
of serious injuries to the moral life are made the special
charge of the political community, and hence come to form
an important element in the system of public law. Again,
we can see why prohibitive injunctions should play a
prominent part among particular legal norms, and why
whole departments of law, criminal law especially, should
consist, to-day as in the age of the Mosaic Decalogue, almost
entirely of negative norms.

Yet it would be rash to conclude that, because certain
norms are given to us in a negative form, they have no
positive significance. The fact of the case is rather that,
just as the logical principle of contradiction is only the
negative aspect of the law of identity, so, in ethics, to every
positive norm there corresponds a negative norm, and vice
vers&. The proclamation, " Thou shalt not kill," stands side
by side with the injunction, " Thou shalt respect and guard
thy neighbour's life." Cases occur when choice between the
positive and the negative form canrjpt be determined by
any calculation, and hence may vary almost at will. When
a decided preference is given to the one or the other, it is be-
cause of the influence naturally exerted by the ultimate object
of the norm upon its formulation. \ In particular, the example
just given illustrates the fact that morality and law divide
between them, after a fashion, the two parallel norms:, the
positive norm belongs especially to the province of morality
and the negative norm to that of law. The reason for this
is to be found in the character of the legal order as above
indicated. True, law does not furnish us with a compre-
hensive summary of the contents of moral maxims, but it
is the most powerful protective influence for the maintenance